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imagina joining a ship, going to the
bridge and finding a navigation systam
(ECDIS, Radar..,) that you're unfamiliar
with, |'m sure you can - and probably
have already done so, You struggie 10
find the key operations you need to stand
a competant and confident watch, It 1s
nard to acquire a target, 1o use EBLs and
VAMSs or know where to look for CPA/
TCPA, nevar mind set up paralisl indexing
or plot manuai lines of pesition

These design challenges calise
fraquent complaints from bath marinesrs
and trainers, if thers was just one major
manufacturer we might not have this
challengs, However, a study a few
years ago identified up to 35 differant
manufacturers salling ECDIS, each one
producing the system that they feel is the
bast ancd easiest 10 use,

The Nautical Institute (NI), Internaticnal
Association of Institutes of Navigation
(IAIN) and many others have proposed
that the IMO should agree a single set of
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Maintaining standards

guidetinas for manufacturers 1o use whan
designing navigation systems

Our proposal is for an S-Mode, or
Standard Mode of operation, to be the
same across all manufacturers at a basic
level, although more specialist modes
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would also be availabla. Mariners would
need less time to became familiar
with the basics of a navigation system
They would ba more competent and
confident while standing navigation
watches, Impraving safety and
environmental protection

This standard intarface has 1o suit
the needs of the peop'e who use it - the

seafarers. So what should standard
interface look lIke? What makes a
navigation system easy or difficult to uss
and why? Thanks to the assistance and
support of more than 1,000 volunteers
100.000 copies of each issue of The
Navigator go out to ships around the
world to be raad by around 400,000
navigating officers. We would like to Invite
every single one of our readers to visit our
website at www.surveymonkay.com/r/
Nav-Funct 1o take a short survey about
what S-Mode should look like

This is your chance to shape the
future of navigation systems. There are
no wrong answers. The Nautical Institute
simply wants to present the IMO and the
wider industry with feedbacxk from
as many mariners and trainers s
possible. In this issue. you can find oul
mora aboul standerdisation, explored
from different parspectives —and about
what you can do if you find yoursaif on
a ship with an unfamiliar system. Please
read It, think about It, discuss it and shars
it, Then |oin in the anline survey and give
us your thoughts,
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